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To the teacher : 

As a jazz musician who has taught many students I have often felt the need to create my
own materials . These pieces can be used for young children , adult beginners , or
musicians already good at another instrument trying to improve their piano skills . The
aim is to provide an introduction to improvising . Along the way hopefully the student
can pick up some musical fundamentals ( scales and chords ) which can be learnt in a
more enjoyable fashion than just “running the scales up and down “ . It is my belief that
turning a triad or a scale into a simple improvisational exercise may help the student
remember it . These pieces are easy enough to be played by almost anyone with a
rudimentary knowledge of the piano  . It also would be a good idea for the teacher and
student to take turns playing the left hand part for each other . 

As time progresses I will be providing more and more playalong videos at my youtube
channel : 
http://www.youtube.com/user/seanwayland

Hopefully the student with access to the internet can play the pieces along to an
instrumental accompaniment . 

More information and more advanced jazz instructional videos are available from 
www.seanwayland.com 

I hope you and your students have fun with these 

sincerely 

Sean Wayland : march 2010 



rock drummer

!! "# " " " "# " " " "# " " " "# " " "
$

"# " "# " "# " "# " "# " "# " "# " "# "
5!! "# " " " "# " " " "# " " " "# " " "
$

"# " "# " "# " "# " "# " "# " "# " "# "



!!
!!

ice cream

"! improvise over first 2 bars using  F major scale 

" " " " "# " " " $ "% $ "% $ "% $ "% $ "% $ "% $ "% &
' " " " "( " " " " " " " "( " " " "

5 !!
!!"! " " " " "# " " " ) *

' " " " "( " " " " " " " " " " +

!!
!!

pancakes
9"! improvise over first 4 bars using e minor dorian 

& & " " " " " " ) *
' ))) )))(( ))) )))((
13 !!

!!"! & & " " " " " " ) *
' ))) )))(( ))) )))((

!!
!!

hot dogs
17"! improvise using  c blues 

$ "% "( ", "# " & - $ "% "( ", "# " & -
' " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "
21"! $ "% "( ", "# " & - $ "% "( ", "# " & -
' " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "
25 !!

!!"! " " " " "
&

" " " " "
& $ "% "( ", "# " & -

' " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "



!!
!!

jam
29"! improvise using black notes 

"( " & - "( " & " " & "( ! "( % - *
' ""(( ""( "" "" ""(( ""( "" "" ""(( ""( "" "" ""(( ""( "" ""
33"! "( " & - "( " & " " & "( ! "( % - *
' ""( ""( "" "" ""( ""( "" "" ""(( ""( "" "" ""(( ""( "" ""
37 !!

!!"! "( " & - "( " & " " & "( ! "( % - *
' ""(( ""# "" "" ""( ""( "" "" ""(( ""( "" "" ""(( & - !

!!
!!

satay
41"! improvise using d flat major 

- " " "# " " " "# & - - "( "#

! ))))##
' ))))### ! ))))##

' ))))### !
45 !!

!!"! + + + + )# *

! ))))##
' ))))### ! ))))##

' ))))###

!!
!!

dig it 49"! improvise using C minor dorian +# + + +# " " - *
' " " " " "# " " " " " " " "# " " "
53 !!

!!"! +# + + +# " " - *
' " " " " "# " " " " " " " "# " " "

2



!!
!!

funky fred 

"! improvise with white notes 

" # # # # # # #$ #% # # & &# # # #
' ((( ((( ((( (((

5 !!
!!"! " # # # # # # # # " " & &# #

' ((( ((( ((( (((

!!
!!

 a bit off 9"! improvise with first 5 notes of f minor 

) #* ) #+ * ) #+, ) #* ) #+, ) #+ * ) #, ) #* ) #* " - &
' ###+ ### ### ### ###+ ### ### ### ###+ ### ### ### ###+ ### ### ###
13 !!

!!"! ) #* ) #+ * ) #+, ) #* ) #+, ) #+ * ) #* ) #* & &
' ###+ ### ### ### ###+ ### ### ### ###+ ### ### ### ###+ ### ### ###

a bit sus 
17"! improvise with  F# , C# and G#  .... then 1st 5 of F# minor 

) #$ * #$ #$ # # # # #$ # #$ # # # " & - # #$
' ...$$ ... ... ... ...$$ ... ... ...
21"! #$ # #$ # #$ #$ #$ # & &
' ...$$ ... ... ... ...$$ ... ... ...



!!
!!

snow white 

chords and blues 

"! improvise using A minor blues 

" " " " " " " " " " " " #
$ C%%%

F%%% G%%% F%%%
5 !!

!!"! & " " " " " " ' ' ' &
$ C%%%

F%%% G%%% F%%%

!!
!!

kangaroo's vegemite sandwhich 9"! improvise using B blues" " " " " " " " " " "( " #
$ D%%%(

G%%%
A%%%( G%%%

13 !!
!!"! "( " " " " " " " ' ' " ) &

$ D%%%(
G%%%

A%%%( G%%%

!!
!!

mr oreo cookie 17"! F blues 

"* " " " "* " " " " "* " " "* " " "
$ %%%** A¨ D¨%%%**

E¨%%%**
D¨%%%**

21 !!
!!"! " "* "* " "* " " " "* " " " #

$
A%̈%%** D¨%%%**

E¨%%%**
D¨%%%**

all blacks do the haka 25"! impro on black notes

"( "( "( "( "( "( "( " "( "( "( " "( "( "( "
$ F#  %%%((( B%%%((

D¨%%%**
B%%%((

29 !!
!!"! "( "( "( "( "( "( "( " "( "( "( " "( ) &

$ F#  %%%((( B%%%((
D¨%%%**

B%%%((



!!
!!

minor adjustment33"! c blues impro

" "* " " " "* " " "* " " " " " " "

$ %%%*
Cminor G minor%%%* F minor%%%*

G minor%%%*
37 !!

!!"! " " " " " "* " "( " " "* " #
$ %%%*

Cminor G minor%%%* F minor%%%*
G minor%%%*

!!
!!

vegeminor41"! impro on d  blues 

) " " " " " " " " " " " %

$ D minor %%%
A%%% minor G minor%%%*

A minor%%%
45 !!

!!"! " " " " " " " " " ' " #

$ D minor %%%
A%%% minor G minor%%%*

A minor%%%

!!
!!

sad cookie 49"! impro on Ab blues "* ' " "* ' " "* '* " " " "* "*

$
Ab minor %%%** Eb minor %%%*** Db minor%%%**

Eb minor %%%***
53 !!

!!"! "* ' " " "* "* ) # #

$
Ab minor %%%** Eb minor %%%*** Db minor%%%**

Eb minor %%%***

all blacks are all blue 
57"! impro on  F# blues 

" "( " " " '( " " ' "( " '( " " " " " " ' "( # #

$
F# minor %%%(( C# minor %%%((

B minor %%%(
C# minor %%%((

F# minor %%%(( C# minor %%%((
B minor %%%(

C# minor %%%((

2



5 finger minor impro

!! "
Dmin

" # # # # " " " $
% " " " $ " " " $

5!! " " # # # # " " " $
% " " " $ " " " $
9!!Amin

" " # # # # " " # # # #
% # # # # " $ # # # # " $
13!! " " " " # # # # &
% # # # # " $ # # # # " $
17!! #'

Gmin

# # # " " ( # #' # " "
% " " " " " " " "
21!! " " "' " " " " "
% " " " " " " " "



25!!Emin

# " #) * # # # # " " # # " "
% " " " $ + +
29!! #

Gmin

# # #' " " # # # # " "
% ## # ## # ## # ## # ## # ## # ## # ## #
33!!Fmin

"' " " " # #' # #' #' # "
% " " " " + +
37!!Bmin

# # # #) $ ( #) ") # #) &
% " ") " " " ") " "
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learn your rhythms blues 

!! " " # # # #
$ "" "" "" ""

5!! " % # # # &
$ "" ""

"" ""
9!! ' ' ' ( # # ' # ' ' ' ' '
$ "" ""

"" ""
13!! ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ) '* ) '* ) '* ) '* ' ' ( ' ' ( ' " '* ' " '*

$ "" '' '' '' '' "" ""
17!! '* ' '* ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' " %
$ "" ""

"" ""
21!! ' ' ' ( ' ' ' ( ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ) ' ' ) ' ' ) ' ' ) %' '

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

$ "" ""
'' '' '' '' ""



25!! '''''''''''''''' ''' ''' ''' ''' ) '') '') '') '' '' ''' ''' '''' ''
$ "" "" '' '' '' '' ""
29!! ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' # # ' ' ' ' ' ' ' '
$ "" ""

"" ""
33!! ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ) ' ' ) ' ' ) ' ' ) ' ' " %3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

$ "" ' ' ' '
"" ""

+,-
+,-

37!! ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ) ' ' ) ' ' ) ' ' ) ' ' " " %
$ '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' ""
41!! ' '* ' '* ' '* ' '* ' ' ' ' " ' " ' " ' " ' " ' " ' " " "
$ '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' "" '' ""

..

..

45!! ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' / ' ' ' / ' ' ' / ' "* ' ' ' " ' ) %' ' & ) ' ' (
$ '' '' '' '' '' '' '' ''

'' '' '' '' '' '' ) ' ' (
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!! basic  chord progressions and melodies for all 12 major scales .... chords used for impro

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " #
$ %%%

%%% %%% %%% %%%
%%% %%% %%%

9!! " " " " " " " " " & " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " #
$ %%% %%% %%%' %%% %%% %%% %%%' %%%
17!! " " "' " " & " " &' " " & " " &' " " & " " "' " " #
$ %%%' %%%'' %%% %%%' %%%' %%%'' %%% %%%'

25!! " " " "' " " "' " " " " "' " " "' " " " " "' " " "' " " " "' " #
$ %%%'

%%%'' %%%' %%%' %%%'
%%%'' %%%' %%%'

33!! " " "' "' " " "' " " " "' "' " " "' " " " "' "' " " "' " " "' "' " (
$ &&&' &&&'' &&&' &&&'' &&&' &&&'' &&&' &&&''
37!! " " "' "' " " "' " " " "' "' " " "' " "' " "' " " " "' " " "' "' " (
$ &&&' &&&'' &&&' &&&'' &&&' &&&'' &&&' &&&''



41!! " ") "' "' " ") "' " " ") "' "' " ") "' " " ") "' "' " ") "' " "' ") " " #
$ %%%'' %%%' %%%''' %%%'

%%%'' %%%' %%%''' %%%'

49!! & & & & & & & & &) & & & & & & (
$ %%% %%% %%%) %%% %%% %%% %%%) %%%
57!! * ")+ " " " ") " " " * ")+ """ " " "" ") ( * ")+ " " " ") " " " * ")+ """ " " "" ") (
$ %%%) %%% %%%)) %%% %%%) %%% %%%)) %%%
65!! " ") " ") " " ") " " " ") " " " ") " " ") " ") " " ") " " ") " " #
$ %%%)) %%%) %%%)) %%%)) %%%)) %%%) %%%)) %%%))

""
""

73 ""
""

""
""

""
""!! ") ") """""" ") ") """""" # # ") ") ") " """" ") ") ") "( # #

$ %%%)) %%%)) %%%)) %%%)) %%%)) %%%)) %%%)) %%%))
81!! "' "' "' " " " " " " "' "' "' " " " " "' "' "' " " " " " "' "' "' " (
$ %%%''' %%%))) %%%'' %%%))

""
""

85 ""
""

""
""

""
""!! these  last 2 are for dorian modes .... learn in 12 keys 

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " , (
$ %%% %%% %%% %%%'
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minor impro part 2 

!! Ebmin

"# " "# "# "# " "# "# $ ""##
% $ ""

% $ ""
% $ &""

%

' ""## "" "" "" ""## "" "" "" ""## "" "" "" ""## "" "" ""
5!!Bbmin

"# " "# "# ( ( ( (# )#
' (# ( (# * (# ( (# *
9!!Abmin

"# "# "+ "# (# ( (# ( )#
' (# (# (# * (# (# (# *
13!! C#-

", ", " ", (, ( (, ( ),
' (, (, (, * (, (, (, *
17!!F#min

", ", " " (, ( (, ( ),
' (, (, (, * (, (, (, *



first time funk

!! " # # # # # # # # " $ " # # # # # # # # # # " # #
% &&&& &&&& &&&& &&&&

5!! ' # # # # # # # # # # # # $ '
% &&&& &&&& &&&& &&&&
9!! (( (( (( (( (( (( (( ((
% &&&& &&&& &&&& &&&&
13!! # ( #) #) ( # ( ( &
% # ( #) #) ( # ( ( &



!!
!!

feelin the groove

!!
!!"! Bb-7

""##
$

Eb7

""#
$

% &# &# &# &' & ! &( ) &# & & &# &' &# ! &* & &
5"! Bb-7

&# &# & & & &# &# ! &( + $
Eb7

$
% "#

""## "# ""#

9"! Bb-7

&# &# & & &( , ) $ $
Eb7

$
% "#

""## "# ""#

13"! Bb-7

&# &# & & & &# &# ! &( + $
Eb7

$
% "#

""## "# ""#

17"! Bb-7

&# &# & &# &# * , ) $
Eb7

&# &# ) ) $
% "#

""## "# ""#

21"! &# -# & & &# &# &#
% &# -# & & &# &# &#



!!
!!

Ice Cream Sandwich

"! C

" "
A-

" #
D-

# "
G7

" "
C

" "
A-

" #
D-

# "
G7

" "
$ % % % % % % % %

5 !!
!!"! C7

% %
F

%
D/F#

%&
G7

% %
C

" " %
$ % % % %& % % " " %
9"! F

" " " " ' "
C

" " " '
$ % % % % % % % %
13"! D

%& % % %&
G

( " " " "
$ % % % % % " # " " " "
17"! C

" "
A-

" #
D-

# "
G7

" "
C

" "
A-

" #
D-

# "
G7

" "
$ % % % % % % % %
21"! C7

% %
F

%
D/F#

%&
G7

% %
C

" " %
$ % % % %& % % " " %



seans cool chords

!! ""# "" ""$$ ""$$ ""# " "$ "$ "
% "" ""&& "" ""$ ""& ""#"

$
$$ "
"
" $$ "

"
"

"""
10!! "" """$$$ """" """" """" """" """$ """$ """$
% "" ""$ ""& ""& "" ""& """ $$

"""
""

19!! """ """&& """&& $""" $$$ """" """"$$$ ""$ """"$$$
% "" ""&& ""&& "" "$ "$ "" ""
27!! """"$$ ""$$ "" """$$ ""$ ""$ "& ""&
% "" ""$ ""& ""$ $"""

""" "
""& """

35!! "" ""& """&& """ "" """ "" ""
% '"

"& "&
" ""& "" "" "" """ """""



seans junior blues 

 G minor dorian scale 

                       
                

5 Cminor

  
dorianscale

        
G minor dorian scale 

           
                

9 D


minor


dorianscale

  
 C minor dorian scale 

  
G minor dorian scale 

   
                



Junior Chimp Blues F minor dorian 

                                  

   


   


   




5 B¨minor dorian

   
Eb minor dorian

       
F minor dorian 

                       
    


   




9 D¨major

    
                 

    



Major Seventh's Artillery Blues

 
Cmajor7

     
       




               
5Fmajor7

        
Cmajor7

     


                
9 D7


G7


C^7

    
Dminor7 G7


               
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